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PREFACE. 


HE  idea  of  these  Short  Prayers, 


or  Ejaculations,  is  taken  from 
the  Horology,"  published  many 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Masters,  with  the 
beloved  initials  "  J.K.,"  and  now  out 
of  print.  Many  of  the  Prayers  are 
in  substance  the  same. 

But,  to  be  useful  generally,  such 
prayers  are  best  as  can  easily  be 
committed  to  memory.  Often  in 
sickness  short  prayers  are  the  only 
prayers  possible  :  they  are  always 
more  suitable  for  very  busy  people. 
The  Garden  of  Gethsemane  gives 
us  an  example  of  short,  fervent, 
reiterated  prayer.  Of  course  these 
Short  Prayers"  are  not  meant  to 
be  instead  of  the  usual  morning, 
noonday,  and  evening  prayers. 

Also,  while  some  of  the  prayers 
in  the  Horology"  have  no  particu- 
lar reference  to  any  incident  in  the 
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Gospel  narrative,  these  Ejaculations 
in  every  instance  refer  to  word  or 
deed  in  the  life  on  earth  of  our  Re- 
deemer. Thus  they  are  a  link  be- 
tween us  and  the  tender,  human 
sympathies  of  our  incarnate  Lord. 

May  He,  Whose  Apostle  tells  us 
to  pray  without  ceasing/'  and  Who 
Himself  tells  us  that  "  men  ought 
always  to  pray,  and  never  to  faint," 
bless  these  aspirations  of  the  soul, 
especially  to  the  comfort  of  the 
sick  and  sorrowful  in  the  lonely 
watches  of  the  night,  and  of  those 
who,  in  the  words  of  the  Christian 
Year,"  are 

Plying  their  daily  task  with  busier  feet, 
Because  their  secret  souls  a  holy  strain 
repeat." 

I.  G.  s. 

Malvern,  May,  1878. 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


T  T  is  not  intended  that  the  Hours 
in  these  Devotions  always  corre- 
spond precisely  with  the  incidents, 
but  only  generally  and  approxi- 
mately. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the 
initials  **J.  K.,"  referred  to  in  my 
Preface  to  the  First  Edition  of  this 
little  book,  do  not  mean,  as  I  sup- 
posed, John  Keble. 

A  short  outline  of  daily  devotions 
is  added. 

1.  G.  S. 

Malvern^  Lent^  1882. 


6  a.m..   O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

St.  Matt.  Wert  silent  when  falsely  accused 
^  before  Pilate, 

Help  us  to  keep  our  lips  as  it 
were  with  a  bridle, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

7  a.ni..   ^  •  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

St. Matt.    Didst,  in  Thy  parable,  go  forth 
^*  into  the  market-place. 

Help  us  to  be  labourers  in  Thy 
Vineyard, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

8  a.rcs.  O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

St.  John    Wert  condemned  by  an  unjust 

xix.  i6.  •   J      ^  J- 

judge  to  die. 
Help  us,  who  deserve  that  con- 
demnation, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 
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9  a.m;  o  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 
hour, 

Didst  send  down  Thy  Holy  Ghost  Actsii.3. 

on  Thy  Church, 
Take  not  Thy  Holy  Spirit  from 

us, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 


10  a.m.  O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 
hour, 

Didst,  in  Thy  parable,  go  forth  st.Matt. 

again  into  the  market-place,  ^° 
Help  us  to  redeem  the  time  that 

is  past. 

And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 


n  a.m.  O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 
hour, 

Didst  allow  Thyself  to  be  led  st.  Luke 
away  to  Calvary,  33' 

Help  us  to  follow  Thee  whither- 
soever Thou  goest. 

And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 


8 

I^aurg  of  tfte  Bag. 

Noonii    ^  •  1  Aiou  vviiOj  as  at  liiis 

hourj 

St. Matt. 

Didst  allow  Thyself  to  be  nailed 

xxvii.35. 

to  the  cross, 

Help  us  to  crucify  our  besetting 

sins, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

1  p.fTi)   0  !  1  nou  Wno,  as  at  this 

hour, 

St.  John 

Didst  heal  the  Ruler's  son  of  his 

iv.  52. 

fever. 

Heal  our  infirmities  of  body  and 

soul, 

And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 

id  DifTi)       ;  1  nou  vvno,  as  at  tnis 

hour, 

ot.  Matt. 

Wert  compassed  on  the  cross  by 

XXvii.45. 

a  great  darkness. 

JDC     WlLli     U.O    111     LllC    UctX  xVlICOO  Ui 

trouble  or  temptation, 

And  save  us.  Good  Lord 

I^ourg  of  tt^z  SSag.  9 

3  p.m    O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

Didst  yield  Thy  life  upon  the  cross,  St.  Matt. 

J  J  ^  XXV11.50. 

Help  us  to  hate  the  sins  which 

caused  Thy  death, 

And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 

4  p.m,   0  1  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

Didst  cause  Thy  Apostle  to  re-  St.  John 
joice  having  found  the  Mes-  ^' 
siah. 

Help  us  so  to  seekj  and  so  to 
find. 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

5  p.m,   O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

Didst  sit  with  Thy  disciples  in  St.  Luke 

, ,  xxii.  14. 

the  upper  room. 
Help  us  often  to  commune  with 
Thee  and  be  still. 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 


"lours  of  tlj^  l^tgljt. 

hoiiTj 

St.  Matt. 

xxvii,57. 

V>p  faVf^n  Hown  frnm  tTiP  pyncic: 

L/C  tdrvtli  VJ.WW11  llVJiil  Lilt;  K^l.\Jjjy 

Keep  us  everj  body  and  soul,  in 

Xhy  holy  keeping, 

And  save  us^  Good  Lord. 

/    p. fil  l     yj  i    xiJUU.   vv  iiu,  cxb  ctt  lilib 

hour, 

oL.  j-iUice 

Didst  reveal  Thyself  to  Thy  dis- 

xxiv.  30. 

V^lJ-'ll.^ij   CLL  J-^lllllldLtO, 

Abide  with  us,  for  the  day  is  far 

spent,  the  night  is  at  hand. 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

Q.  r\  tvi    0  t  Thnn  Who  ac;  at  thi<? 

0     0  >  I  If  i               •      XXiVJU.     TV  111./,   CIO     CLL  LlllO 

OL.  J_iUKC 

Didst  ordain  the  blessed  sacra- 

xxii. 19. 

ment  of  Thy  body  and  blood. 

rvciiCoii   Ho    wim   tiic  iiic  diviiic 

■flTiTTI  llPJ^VPn 
XI  V^lli  XL\^CX  V  ^11, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

Hours  of  t]&e  i^t'sSt. 

9  p.m.    O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

Didst  appear  to  Thy  disciples,  St.  John 
saying,    "  Peace    be  unto 
you,^' 

Grant  us  Thy  peace  all  the  days 
of  our  life. 

And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 

10  pM,   O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

Wert  alone  on  the  mountain  in  st.Matt. 
prayer, 

Hear  us  and  help  us  when  we 
pray, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 


11  p.m.   O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 
hour, 

Wert  forsaken  by  all  Thy  disci-  St.  Mark 
pies,  5- 
Be  with  us  in  our  loneliness. 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 


^2        flours  0f  tJje  0ig{)t 

Midnight.    ^  '  Thou  Who,  as  at 
this  hour, 

St.  Luke  Wert  born  on  earth  for  our  sal- 
ii.  7. 

vation. 

Help  us  to  live  as  those  who  are 
born  again. 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

1  O  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 
hour, 

St,  John  Didst  endure  cruel  mockings  in 
xvm.  22.  house  of  Annas, 

Help  us  to  be  ever  patient  and 
forgiving. 

And  save  us,  good  Lord. 

2  a.m.  ^  •  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

St. Mark  Didst  rise  before  daybreak  and 
^'  go  forth  to  pray, 

Help  us  to  be  instant  in  prayer, 
fervent  in  spirit,  not  slothful 
in  business,  serving  the  Lord. 
And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 


flouts  of  tj^e  ^isbt 


3  a.m.  o  !  Thou  Who,  as  at  this 

hour, 

Didst  call  St.  Peter  to  repentance  St.  Luke 
by  the  crowing  of  a  cock,  °* 

Help  us  to  repent  with  true  re- 
pentance, 

And  save  us,  Good  Lord. 

4  a.m,  o  !  Thou  Who,  as  ^t  this 

hour, 

Didst  rise  again  from  the  dead,    St.  Mark 
Help  us  to  rise  to  newness  of  life,  ^' 
And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 

5  a.m.  Q  ,  rj.^^^  against  Whom, 

as  at  this  hour. 
The  rulers  and  priests  took  coun-  St. Matt. 

1  A.       ^1-  xxvii.  I. 

sel  together, 
Help  us  never  to  betray  Thee  by 
our  sins,  nor  take  part  against 
Thee  with  Thy  enemies. 
And  save  us.  Good  Lord. 


In  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Amen. 

Jesu,  pray  for  us.  Holy  Spirit,  pray 
with  us.    Abba,  Father. 

I  praise  Thee,  O  God,  for  all  Thy 
mercies.  Forgive  and  bless,  for  Christ's 
sake. 

I  pray  for  all ;  the  world,  the  Church, 
this  parish,  this  house  .  .  .  . ;  all  near 
and  dear  .  .  .  . ;  sufferers,  sinners, 
tempted,  dying,  missionaries,  enemies 

O  !  Help  us  to  be  more  thankful, 
less  unworthy,  more  patient  and  cheer- 
ful. May  we  shew  forth  Thy  praise, 
not  with  our  lips  only,  but  with  our 
lives,  by  giving  up  ourselves  to  Thy 
service,  and  by  letting  our  light  shine 
before  men,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 
Amen. 
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O  !  Deliver  us  from  the  guilt,  the 
shame,  the  power,  the  pollution,  the 
penalty,  the  consequences  of  our  sins  ; 
self-will,  self-indulgence,  worldiiness, 
deceit,  lust,  cowardice,  pride,  hatred, 
ingratitude,  anxiety  .  .  .  for  Jesus 
Christ's  sake.  Amen. 

O  i  Father,  if  it  may  be  so,  let  this 
cup  pass  away  .  .  .  and  grant  us  our 
hearts'  desire  ;  but  Thy  Will  be  done. 

Comfort  the  afflicted,  preserve  the 
sick,  strengthen  the  weak,  raise  up 
those  that  fall,  uphold  those  that 
stand,  convert  sinners,  beat  down 
Satan  under  our  feet. 

Especially  I  pray  for  .  .  .  Lift  up 
our  hearts,  and  bind  them  fast  in 
Thee.  May  we  love  Thee  above  all, 
serve  Thee  truly,  rejoice  in  Thee  al- 
ways, and  be  Thine  for  ever  ;  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

O  !  save  us,  lest  we  perish.  Help  us 
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against  the  Enemy,  for  vain  is  the 
help  of  man.  Strengthen  us  against 
temptation,  especially  ....  Cleanse  us 
by  the  Blood  of  Jesus.  May  we  hate 
what  is  evil,  and  love  what  is  good. 
May  we  loathe  our  sins,  especially  . . 
and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.  Hear 
our  prayer.  Guide  all  things  right. 
Teach  us  to  resign  all  to  Thee.  Blot 
out  the  past.  Bring  good  out  of  evil. 
Lead  us  all  safe  at  last  to  Thee ; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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